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Q. HOW 
CAN WE 
BRIDGE 

THIS GAP?

A. MAKE 
IT VISIBLE



The ESDinds Project
The ESDinds project, funded by the European Commission’s 
Seventh Framework Programme, is based on the concept that 
values can be usefully measured, when locally defined through 
relevant indicators, and that this information can help CSOs and 
business organisations in their efforts to develop successful and 
sustainable programs and business models.

In order to do so, the ESDinds Project has brought together CSOs 
and academic researchers from five countries in collaborative 
research to develop useful indicators and assessment tools to 
measure the presence of values.



What are values?

• A value system is a combination of these 
preferences, where some might be seen as 
more important than others (Rokeach, 1973)

• Values provide the basic rules that govern human 
interactions: they indicate what is good or bad, 
desirable or undesirable  (Dahl, 2004)



What are sustainable development values?

Millennium Declaration
Freedom Tolerance
Solidarity Respect for nature
Equality Shared responsibility

Respect and care for the community of life
Ecological integrity
Social and economic justice
Democracy, non violence and peace



The indicator development process



Values- Based  Indicators
Values e.g. Empowerment

Indicators e.g. i) Action is consciously taken to encourage people 
to express their opinions

>> Participant encourages others to express 
their own opinion 

Assessment Tools 
e.g.  i) Non participative structured observation of 

rehearsal / activity
ii) Ask participants to assess themselves



The indicator development process
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Summing up
• Developing a localised and contextually relevant 

understanding of values and what they ‘look like’

• Addresses both values discourse and action

• Elicit and clarify a shared understanding 

• Makes the ‘invisible visible’
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• about the ESDinds research project, visit:

www.esdinds.eu

• about the community of practice forming 
around values-based indicators for 
sustainable development:

www.wevalue.org

For more information…
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