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Current	  UK	  Policy	  Debate	  -‐	  Where	  should	  new	  teachers	  be	  ‘trained’?	  	  	  	  

	  ‘teaching	  is	  a	  cra-	  and	  it	  is	  best	  learnt	  as	  an	  
appren2ceship	  observing	  a	  master	  cra-sman	  or	  
woman.	  Watching	  others,	  and	  being	  rigorously	  
observed	  yourself	  as	  you	  develop,	  is	  the	  best	  
route	  to	  acquiring	  mastery	  in	  the	  classroom.’	  
	  
	  (UK	  Secretary	  of	  State	  for	  Educa3on	  at	  the	  Na3onal	  College	  Annual	  Conference	  in	  June	  2010)
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Educa3on	  and	  Training	  

Training	  and	  Educa9on	  



1.	  Cue	  and	  
retrieve	  prior	  
knowledge	  	  

2.	  Examine	  prior	  
knowledge	  for	  
adequacy	  	  

3.Create	  
Cogni9ve	  
dissonance	  	  

4.	  Increase	  
awareness	  	  of	  other	  
ways	  of	  working	  	  

5.	  Plan,	  carry	  
out	  and	  
evaluate	  
teaching	  and	  
learning	  
sequences	  	  	  	  

Work	  with	  
University	  and	  
school	  based	  
colleagues	  	  

6.	  Introduce	  	  
research	  
methods	  	  

7.	  	  Carry	  out	  
classroom	  
based	  
research	  	  



Key	  Learning	  Processes	  	  

Reading	  and	  
Reflec3ng	  
	  	  	  
• Working	  together	  

• Wri3ng	  about	  	  ideas	  	  	  

Professional	  
Conversa3ons	  
	  	  
• Joint	  planning	  	  

• Talking	  	  about	  ideas,	  
plans	  and	  
experiences	  	  

Working	  in	  
Classrooms	  
	  	  
• Making	  judgements	  
in	  classrooms	  

• Learning	  from	  
experiences	  and	  
making	  mistakes	  	  
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and	  social	  contexts	  	  
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Judgements	  	  

‘Cooler’	  ac9on	  	  

Judgements	  based	  on	  
deep	  understanding	  

Cogni9ve	  domains	  
also	  involved	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Knowledge	  for	  ac9on	  	  

‘Think’	  like	  a	  teacher	  

University	  of	  Cambridge	  Partnership	  Model	  of	  	  Ini9al	  Teacher	  Educa9on	  





Premises	  of	  the	  Cambridge	  programme	  	  



	  Cambridge	  Secondary	  PGCE	  Intake	  2013	  –	  2014;	  Status	  On	  Entry	  To	  The	  Course	  

Men	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Women	  

Recent	  Graduates	  

Cambridge	  	  

Post-‐doctoral	  	  	  

Career	  changers	  	  

38%	   30%	  

15%	   10%	  

13%	  

UK	  Universi3es	  	  
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Structural	  Factors:	  Transforma9on	  of	  Teachers’	  Prac9ce	  	  





Teacher	  Knowledge	  





How	  teachers	  learn	  to	  become	  teachers	  	  



Figure	  5:	  Criteria	  for	  a	  deep	  partnership	  (in	  
ascending	  order	  of	  difficulty)	  
9	  Joint	  prac3ce	  development	  is	  well	  
established	  within	  and	  between	  schools	  in	  the	  
partnership.	  
9	  Social	  capital	  is	  high	  within	  and	  between	  
schools	  in	  the	  partnership.	  
9	  Collec3ve	  moral	  purpose	  is	  a	  value	  shared	  
and	  enacted	  by	  all	  stakeholders,	  including	  
students,	  	  
within	  the	  partnership.	  
9	  Evalua3on	  and	  challenge	  are	  prac3sed	  at	  
every	  level	  within	  and	  between	  schools.	  



What	  is	  social	  capital?	  

•  Whereas	  physical	  capital	  refers	  to	  physical	  
objects	  and	  human	  capital	  refers	  to	  the	  
proper2es	  of	  individuals,	  social	  capital	  refers	  
to	  connec2ons	  among	  individuals	  –	  social	  
networks	  and	  the	  norms	  of	  reciprocity	  and	  
trustworthiness	  that	  arise	  from	  them.	  (Putnam	  
2000,	  p.	  19)	  



Scope	  and	  form	  of	  social	  capital	  	  



Wilson,	  E.	  (2013)	  Suppor3ng	  research-‐informed	  teacher	  educa3on	  in	  a	  changing	  policy	  environment.	  Learning	  to	  Teach.	  
Higher	  Educa3on	  Academy	  



University	  Contribu9on	  	  
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Becoming	  a	  Teacher	  	  

	  Wilson,	  E.	  &	  Demetriou,	  H.	  (2007)	  New	  teacher	  learning;	  substan3ve	  knowledge	  and	  contextual	  
factors.	  The	  Curriculum	  Journal,	  18	  (3)	  213-‐	  229.	  
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